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A Pilot Study of Teaching NCACLS’s Chinese Culture Knowledge Materials
through Scaffolding Theory at a Middle School Chinese Afterschool
Program
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the effects of scaffolding while applied to teach NCACLS's
Chinese culture knowledge materials at the middle school class of a Chinese afterschool program.
40 6'™-8t" grade students at Shuang Wen Academy Network in NYC were assigned to two different
treatments in teaching Chinese culture knowledge: Scaffolding group and control group. These
sampled students were tested by “Chinese Culture knowledge Test (A)” and “Chinese Culture
Knowledge Test (B)” implemented pre-treatment and post-treatment respectively. Results
indicated that the scaffolding teaching can improve students’ performance on the learning of
Chinese culture knowledge. The suggestions for Chinese teaching and further research are
proposed based on the findings of this study.
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